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CONGRATULATING THE HONOR-
ABLE ANN BEDSOLE OF THE 
ANN SMITH BEDSOLE LIBRARY 
AT THE ALABAMA SCHOOL OF 
MATH AND SCIENCE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 1, 2007 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is a per-
sonal pleasure and distinct privilege to rise 
today to recognize one of my state’s most out-
standing citizens, former Alabama State Sen-
ator Ann Bedsole, for being honored by the 
Alabama School of Math and Science (ASMS) 
with the recent dedication of the new Ann 
Smith Bedsole Library. 

For over three decades, Ann has been one 
of South Alabama’s most trusted and re-
spected leaders. In 1978, she became the first 
Republican woman to be elected to the Ala-
bama House of Representatives. At the next 
state election, she became the first woman 
ever elected to the Alabama State Senate 
and, in 1994, she was a candidate for gov-
ernor. To say she has been a political pioneer, 
as well as personal inspiration to many of us, 
would be a considerable understatement. 

During her career in the Alabama Legisla-
ture, Senator Bedsole was instrumental in the 
creation of the Alabama School of Math and 
Science in Mobile. Working closely with fellow 
legislators and members of various agencies 
in state government, she was able to secure 
support for the institution and has provided a 
great deal of assistance to the school since it 
opened in 1991. 

In recent years, Senator Bedsole has 
served as both vice president and president of 
the ASMS Foundation Board of Directors. 

A successful businesswoman, Ann is the 
owner and operator of Bedsole Farms and 
president and chairman of the Board of White 
Smith Land Co. She is also involved in many 
charitable organizations including serving on 
the boards of the Sybil Smith Charitable Trust 
and the J. L. Bedsole Foundation. She has 
also served on the board of trustees of Spring 
Hill College and Huntingdon College. 

Ann Bedsole’s efforts in the fields of vol-
unteerism and fundraising have also led to 
significant recognition in previous years, and 
she has been honored as First Lady of Mobile 
in 1972, Mobilian of the Year in 1993, and 
Philanthropist of the Year in 1998. She also 
served as president of Mobile’s Tricentennial 
celebration. 

Ann has received the Meritorious Public 
Service Award from both the Montgomery Ad-
vertiser and the Alabama Journal. She also re-
ceived Honorary Doctor of Law degrees from 
Mobile College and Huntingdon College. 

In 2002, Senator Bedsole was inducted into 
the Alabama Academy of Honor. Created in 
1965, the Alabama Academy of Honor was 
established to recognize living Alabamians for 

their accomplishments and service that greatly 
benefit or reflect credit on the state of Ala-
bama. Ten members may be elected annually 
by the Academy of Honor with no greater than 
100 living members at a time. 

Madam Speaker, Ann Bedsole has spent 
practically her entire adult life giving to others, 
and I ask my colleagues to join with me in 
thanking her for her commitment to so many 
wonderful missions. 

I know her family and friends join with me 
in praising her accomplishments. On behalf of 
all who have benefited from her good heart 
and generous spirit, permit me to extend 
thanks for her many efforts over the past three 
decades in making Mobile and the state of 
Alabama a better place to live and work. 
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THE 86TH BIRTHDAY OF FORMER 
GOVERNOR WILLIAM DONALD 
SCHAEFER 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 1, 2007 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of the most dynamic and 
important figures in Maryland’s history as he 
prepares to celebrate yet another milestone in 
a life full of them. 

Tomorrow (November 2), William Donald 
Schaefer, the former Governor and Comp-
troller of the State of Maryland, former Mayor 
of Baltimore, and distinguished public servant 
will celebrate his 86th birthday. I urge all of my 
colleagues to join with me in saluting Gov-
ernor Schaefer on this momentous occasion. 

Throughout his 86 years—nearly 50 of 
which were spent in public office—William 
Donald Schaefer has been driven by a burning 
desire to improve the lives of his fellow citi-
zens. I am confident that this was instilled in 
him at a young age by his parents, William 
and Tululu. 

Following his service in the U.S. Army dur-
ing World War II, Schaefer returned to his be-
loved Baltimore and embarked on what was to 
become one of the most successful political 
careers Maryland has ever witnessed. 

In 1955, Governor Schaefer first entered 
public office when he was elected to the Balti-
more City Council from the city’s 5th District. 
He served on the council for 16 years, includ-
ing four years as its president. During his term 
as President of the City Council, Schaefer was 
a steadying force during turbulent times, help-
ing direct the National Guard in quelling the 
riots following the assassination of the Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In 1971, Schaefer was elected as Mayor of 
the City of Baltimore, succeeding Mayor 
Thomas D’Alesandro III, brother of the current 
Speaker of the House, NANCY PELOSI. Schae-
fer was subsequently re-elected three times, 
never receiving less than 85 percent of the 
vote. 

Schaefer’s dedication to his hometown was 
unmatched then, as it is now. He served as 
something of a ‘‘Motivator in Chief,’’ reigniting 
a sense of pride in the city’s residents. His 
philosophy was simple—‘‘Do It Now’’—cut 
through the red tape and provide citizens with 
the basic services they expect: clean neigh-
borhoods, filled potholes, and plowed streets. 

His accomplishments as mayor are many 
and have had a long and lasting impact on the 
city. He led the redevelopment of Baltimore’s 
Inner Harbor, including the building of the Na-
tional Aquarium, helping to transform the Har-
bor into a city center and establishing Balti-
more as a significant tourist destination. He 
oversaw the construction of the Baltimore City 
Convention Center and the establishment of a 
subway system in the city. It is not hard to un-
derstand why he was repeatedly named the 
‘‘Best Mayor in America.’’ 

In 1986, Schaefer demonstrated a commit-
ment to the entire state when he decided to 
run to become the 58th Governor of Maryland. 
He was elected by a landslide and was re-
elected by a wide margin four years later. 

As governor, he worked to improve Mary-
land’s public education system, established 
the Maryland Department of the Environment, 
made headway in the efforts to restore the 
Chesapeake Bay, improve transportation infra-
structure, including the establishment of the 
MTA’s Light Rail Line. He also led the push to 
establish Oriole Park at Camden Yards and 
laid the groundwork for what became M&T 
Bank Stadium, home of the Baltimore Ravens. 

When forced by term-limits to retire as gov-
ernor, newspapers and citizens alike heralded 
the end of the so-called Schaefer era. But, 
much to our good fortune, it was not to be. 
The desire to serve was too strong. 

Energetic and as enthusiastic as ever about 
helping the people of his state, William Donald 
Schaefer came out of a well deserved retire-
ment in 1998, to be elected as the 32nd 
Comptroller of the State of Maryland, a posi-
tion to which he was overwhelmingly reelected 
in 2002. 

Governor Schaefer has now embarked on 
his second retirement, but we all know that 
such a man can never truly retire. He cares 
too much for his fellow Marylanders and con-
tinues to serve as an inspiration to all of us for 
his continued commitment to service. 

I think the Baltimore Sun captured it best at 
the conclusion of his second term as gov-
ernor. The final paragraph of the paper’s edi-
torial reads: 

‘‘Mr. Schaefer is no shrinking violet. His 
larger-than-life personality can be alternately 
endearing and enraging. But he cares deeply 
about people. That’s the bottom line for him. 
Helping people. You couldn’t ask for more 
from a public servant.’’ 

No you couldn’t. 
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